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So-WeeeTs

Ttis with heartfett gratitude for your +ime
and consideration Hhat we greet you today. we
cavvot fathom what you must be Hoing
through v Hhis season of your life, and hope
You give ourself all the compassion and orace
W Hhe world as you navigate s profound
decision. Please know if your hear+ feels ouided
toward our family, your sov or dangnter would
ve treasured and protected atways, and your
name avd story would ve mwaveringly
celebrated and hovored n our home. Your child
would oyrow up kowing your decision was rooted
W selflessuess and love. Our family is uiiquely
attumed +o being supportive of Hhe adoptive
Proecess on nany levels. Jacob has considered
nimselt Sawer's Dad since +he day they me,
out e dhose +o ake i+ official via stepparevt

adoxTion Just a couple of years age, Tn addition,
we have any imembers of our wnmediate and
cxtended families who are adopted. Mour child
would be surrounded vy proof Hrat families are
Wmade W a multitude of ways, never uestioning
for a moment Hhat he or she was borv +o be a
part of you, ovd a part of us, and 4 part+ of
the greater story thatincludes us all. Vou are
on our winds avd W our hear+s at +iis e,
and we send vou love and compassion, WMay your
search lead vou +o Hhe family and sutcome
that brivgs your soul peace as Yo thove
forward w whatever way is right for you.
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WT LOVE LEARNENEG WHELS WMALENEG WEANTNGFAL WeWMORTES TOGE THER. with
Bvjoliane holdg dovon e fort as a stay-at-howme Wowm and hormesehooling wstructor and
Jaool having plevity of freedom and flexiility w s daily schedule, we have Hae uniane
spportuity o structure every day aronnd ensuring we have -fime o counect with each
other and chase our curiosihies. Recewty, -Hae -Haree of us took a +vip 46 the river
Wasenm as part ot our hiowesthnooling carrienlum. Sawger was amazed by st about
eNenttning-—the of-fers, the various microscope shdes e could cnange ontn Hae lab, the
eagles W e aviary-—-but getting o petthe shwg rays blew s mwd e most. T fact,
he was so cangnt up W Whst-lae was dowgy Hhat-he foroet-—+o stop mmersing Ins arm wito
the water where his sweatshirt started He spent-the rest of the day with a soppug
wet sleeve, arimng and begoing to op back. Later, w the aviary, we learned e vald
eagle as a Wwgspan of 0.5 feet and hWad fun imeasuring our own Wwigspansi Mone ohald vl
experience o life wihere tearniig avd iving are syionyimons, and constions conmet-fion aud
onriosity are e formdation on windh all teaching happens.

WE ARE STBLERS OF APVENTURE AND WAGTC. We ake it a priority +o wnteutoually
weave ot wits our everyday ives. We started reading Sawver the illastrated version of
Harry Potter and Hae Sorcerer's Stone when e turned fonr and a werdy bovd Hast Grst

| brougint+he +wo of us together as a conple travstorimed wito a family affair. Because of
s, Sawver went on o dress up as Harry for +wo Halloweens W a row, we wcorporated He
W oAr Wedding, and we even decorated one ome with Pumbledore quotes Hhat, we are viot
ashavned o adwmit, we'Ne referred +o before w moments of parevfugl Sust +e other day,
3 Sawver complawed that cleaning s room Wwas porttess W e was yust goivig 4o 1mess i up
s agow. Sacow, Witheud misswig a beat, replied w s wisest Vioice, "We must all face the
onoice between What-is righit and whatis easyl' which made Tujoliane langh. He thew

. proveeded +o explaw why maitenance cleavng is espeaially vecessary for someone who likes

. o oraft, so their room doesnt end up a trash heap, then assured Sawyer e knew what
was Rght, exen of what-was easy seemed more appealiig,. Sawer couldn+ aroue with that
drop of Dad + Dumbledore wisdomt Your: child will lear e feelg of “everyday magc" early
ov, and will be enconraged +o ot seek W out and make - for Hiemselves.

S Wi ART APPRECTATORS OF ANEWMALS AND NATURE. We hve close o a niver, as
W5l well as several forest and preserve areas, b it seerms We 6oMme across creatnres w
. vieed of care or Ad adite often. Our Imost recevt SUCeess story Was reseig a skany
N Stray cat with a haet paw avd her fitter of Hhree Kitteus frovn a veariy avandoved
*:‘if« shed. When slae was brand wew +o us, we simply called Jner Wawma, bt Haat very auickly
S ovolved wito musical-loving Bujolioue swugmg Wamma Wial o them all, and aftec Hhat,
‘ evervone referved +o the cat as Wia. Tnyoligue woke up extra early each mormng +o
£ Wako sure Wamina Wia started off her day well-fed, and Hae iy babies grew and
8 flourished Quiickly. We knew we couldn'+keep them, but Bujoliaue was niwilling +o led-
Hhem go o just anyove either. She searched, and researclaed, and searched some more,
‘oovﬁmo-hvm many fellow anmal lovers. Tv just a couple of weeks, we were avle +o
. reome Haew with a foster agenc] Who made sure they ended op recewing proper
: . veterinary care and wonderfal homes. Luckily, Jacol loves +o drive and didv'+ mwnd
. Hhat e ouly place Haat met all of Tujohaue's stavdards was approximately Haree
‘ . hotrs awayl Tn our hovne, your child will iave many oppor-tunies +o observe aud
‘ l witeract with all duds of aimals, while also learvng -Hhe wvaluavle lessons o
ewpatiay, compassion, and gewtleness tHhat- usually accompany carag for creatures.
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When T et Buoliaue, THE FERST THENG T NOTICED WAS HeR
TWPATHY. With Sawyer or her vous) vieses and vephews, she would
alwa(s wear a inoe swile and exien her Vioice was +eevning with affection
and adoraction. Threngheud- challenging Himes during Sawer's younger

vears, T would see Bvisliane navigate temper—tantrums, scraped knees, me

vedtime resistance Haat led +o lote nights followed by early morvings,
Wit covhpassion and grace. Bven at our wedding, T stumbled npou her
SiFfgy Wit one of our wieces, consoling her. Our vieces and vephows
were all wvolved w the weddiag, avd v+ had wderstandavly beew o lovgy
day. However, Enjoliane nad wtvitively picked up ow our viece bewoy upset, -
and wstead of letHvg ansther, less busy, adutt-handle i she +ook Hime
fo st Wit her avd share fears of love, oy, avd exnanstion. T can'+ Haink
of a4 day Hhat-is more avont the bride, avd yethere, iy bride, had +aken
e away o make sure Hhat or wiece was ok, T+ epitormized Hhe love
aud selflessness thot T was Wirhally struce by, avd s ove of Hae best
s she possesses as a wiother avd wife +6 s day.

TNIOLTOUE TS AWBSOME AT DBVELOPTNE HER PASSTONS AND
INTBREST AND THEN TURNING THEW TNTO LeSSONS. The
outdoors are her Wappy place, and she has developed a love for gardeniig
oVer ine Jears. Lastear, she surprised us all wiew she bronglithoime
wstyustflowers bud-Vegetavle seeds, too. Sawver helped ner plavt and
eare for the seeds and +ogetner ey helped Haem arow. AWML Several
weeks lader Sawver helped excavate freshly grown radishes, carvots, and
domatoes. Bujolhieue provided a vrief culinary class on liow +o make fresh
Fomato sance for pasta and Haey added some radishes +o salads for o
howmegroww, hovne-cooked meal. By taking Hhe Hime +o plant seeds,
WACEIre -Hnevn as ey grow, and then create new recipes, v gave us all
much bigger appreciation for food and what we putn onr bodies.

BNIOLLOUT HAS THHE PATIENCE OF A SATNT. She has +anght me
Hronglh leading oy example Hast there's uotvery much 4 lit-He extra
e and widerstanding can'+fix. Whon ove o€ onr vieces ended up with 4
Whele mess of fangled hair after swimiming w the lake, Annt Jo36 came
o e resoue and speutover half an iour carefully comiing and vrushing,
Vaking) sure o be extra delicate so taere would be vo +ears frowm our

wiece. Aunt Jo3o evien Fold viddles and kvotk kusok jokes +o distract her.

e way By shows up when Hangs like Hiat appen, Wit gevteness and
her wihole heatt, nakes evervone around her feel better. Your onild will o

tar Foward meeting s or her fult potevtial with Tvjshique pationtly =

leadwigy e way.
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By Bvyolique

JACOR TWMBODIES A BALANCED WMIX OF STRENETH,
SENSTTIVITY, AND STLLINESS. T was first moved by this
weredivle combvination when observing him teract with Sawyer, T
remember watthing the two of thewm, one of Hhe first days after we
moved all n +ogether, and feelng my heart mekt as a sevse of peace
suvk o iy soul: my son had found his Dad. That afternoon, T
watthed W awe as e +wo of Hhem went from raucously
roughhousing witil Sawyer was stick w 4 fit of gigales, +o +aking long
pothy fraining breaks, to having a wizarding duel v the Kitohen, +o
cudding up on Hae conch for a movie, which mevitavly ended v +neir
first of havdreds of swuggled-up snoozes. All of it came so voturally,
like they'd voth been waiting Heir entire lives +o have a day lice
that.

JACOR BUCELS AT STAYING ACTIVE and nspiring those
around him +o do +the same. For him, plaving sports aud meving 1is
body is almest meditative. T+is how he recharoes viss votrery and
15 ove of the ways he most enjoys covecting with others. Jacow
recenty picked up a +evis racket aoa, ofter vot plavng since
high seheol. T was amazed by how auicky he started reconditioving
his body +o meet the new expectations he placed on v+ He fouvd his
rustiness o be iotivating nstead of frustrating, and poured
himself it practiciveg. Quicker Hhan avwgone conld have
avfidipated, he found his groove, footing, and vackhand again. By
+he fime he fouvd a place +o take lessovs, he had already practiced
himself o such good shape that the +tewnis instructors asked if
he would joivi their ranks and teach with theml Jacob nappily
accepted ond has beew teachig ever swvice.

JACOB TS AN INCREDTBLY THOUGHTHAL PERSON. His
specialhy is pullvg off extra-sweet acts with supreme sweakiness avd |
seorecy. He oets such joy from being avle +o show +he ones he loves
how much they mean +o i Ww that way. v fact, T've said n +he
past that i addifion +o hasbawd, father, and athlete, Jacow should
ottach the Hitle of Surprise Arfist +o his list of lavels! Ove Wother's
Day, Jacol and Sawver bronaht wme breacfast n bed, Hhen set me up
with ovie of my favoerite video games and oave explicit wstructions +o
stay lowmging il fur-thner votice. Semewhere around wid-afternoon,
they covered my eves and led me +o the Vg surprise: they had spent
the day turving a small forested pateh W our vackyard wtos a +ree-
covered hammock hideaway for me +o spend Hime reading! Happy
tears avouded as T +ook it all n, wowed by such a i, beantiful,
perfect-for-ime gesture. Your child will be blessed with all kinds of
surprises o ewsure he or she kmows how special Hhey are 4o +his
fomily Haroughout the course of Hheir life.



We found each otner ouliig Sacok was nearg s lastfew days of membglohie on gy ovlver

derting) stte (With vo plavs +o renew) and Tvjslicue was giving onlue datwg a shot for Fe

firstHtume witha a free weekend Hrial. Jacok's profile conglnt-uphane’s eve right away; a

handsome face pared with authnentio wriing and a proclamed desice +o fiud someone wirth 4

gevnne Wearthad her swooung from Hae very begungl Bvem thongh v wasu't lie her +o

make A firstmove, her heart called oo loudly +o send i a message for her +o \guore i+

Jacol feli-the same maguetism and replied vight away. ENSOLTRUE THOUGHT SHe

W HAD STT HER STARCH PARAMETERS TO 5p WILES, 56 o com Whaone her surprise

= wheu she discovered she had made a wistake and SACOB WAS ACTUALLY LOCATED 400

WEZLES AWAYLWe fell +o0 hard avd too fast +o e deterred by distance, however. We wrote

each etiner tor % movtins before we fually decided +o meet halfway, where o became olearer

=== Hav ever hat our convection was special. This s winen we first felt-+Hae weredivle

__ phenomena of what we refer +o as a syncharoncity—a mevment marked by tot+al awe, wihew i+

B feels fike the eutire world aligus +o create an experience so profoudly *for you®™ +hat-+nere

1S o questiong Fhat our life has been leading you +o - for lowger Hhan von can covceive.

| We mention this, here, vecanse we wantvou +o know we believe w deshvy..and Haat
somehow, W some way, Your: story, and the story of your chald, have been meant +o intersect
and covmvivie Wit oirs all alova.
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Jacow ficst met Sawver at-te woo +o celebrate Sawver's 2rd bictnday. This was Hhe
‘ seoond e WE BXPERITNCTD THAT FEELENG OF SINGHRONTCTTY. We walked

8 45 atrio. Afterwards, we wentto a pack Bvisiieue frecuented as a cnild, and she watched
NE 1 amaserment as Jacob took Sawer's nand like e had beew dsing t-ins wihole life. The
= +wo marched off anead, lostu their own conversation and excitement over Hhe existence ot
} the other, while Bujsliaue followed aud took i allin. We remind Sawver of this day 6f+ew,
* never let=tug him forgethow specal i+ was -Haat, from Haat mowment of meeting ov, Jacob
. ohnose o e nis Dad. When Sawyer asks what Saosl was doing vefsre we all oot together,
¥ SR § - . Jaosk's replyis always T was looking for youl" or " was learnwg all +he lessous T veeded
‘ o learv so T was ready +o be your Dadl” Amd he means i+ with all his heart

{

e

Atter hearwg) from dector after doctor -Haat any futare preguancy would e mgh risk for
6 - Lot Tujelicue and e bavy, we knew pursiuing adoption was e best way forward for vs.
.. iy A Jaov's Wninediate and unconditional love for Sawver had dove an amaziug job of shoving
b Dulsliane justlaow easy it could be +o love soimeove who isu't conmected +o you by DNA. With a
famly fall of adoptees, we alss nave iving proof, all arcund us, Hiat LOVE TS THCYER
THAN BLOOD. A fow weeks after we explaved +o -Hew S-year-old Sawyer Hhat we had
dedided o start plawang on Haree becomiig four Yia adoptow, he randomly asked us if he
conld design s owm shirf Puesled bit-witrigued, we gave him a white +ee and some sharpie
markers and let-him o fo work. A wile later, he emerged from his roowm provdly sporting 4
ertoft e created. On e front-he had drawn a stick figure representation of our family—
bud-vetween the Woim avd Pad, Hhere were *2.F iHe <tk fgures noldwgy havds! The
words “famiy s Better Hhan Gpld” cartioned the drawme. Sawer explaned +o ns Hhat he drew Wis brother or
 sisier becaunse e or she would defivitely be with as sovmeday, We were so proud of Wi in Hhsat moment, £or having
sudh 4 g heart aud expresswg vt <o greatively. Tt chosen, we would vever tet your hi+-He ove torgetthe way
| Hheir omque avd lovg-awated presence coutrivutes +o our family duyamic v a way no one else exer cold, Avd, we
would speak sit-lengyth on ow grateful we are +o you for Naving chosen us +o be iis or ler family. We would
- discnss vou chvice With admiradion and grotitade, and we would +axe every opportunity Fo ovor Hhe
anoonveviional natire of our favmily and all the people and stories Hiat- converged o bring us tonetiner. With yose

 blessing, we would continnensly remind Your onld of ow o+ you and we alwavs velieved We o she was wmeant +o
nake Haew wmark ov Hae vorld, and a dillerevce in all suv lives,

Bedxtid Ynman
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SHWYER LOVES T LEAFT ANP CREATE 494 we strpors
Wim W s eudeavor by makvgy art and oraft supplies fmitess!
We keep o plethiora of materials stooked, save ravdom odds and

ends around the honse, seek out books aud Videos to help him
brawmstorim and feel wispired, and man Hre ot glue o whew
asked. Recently, we spevt weeks collecting boxes and materials
vecanse Sawer ad been Vidten by the wspication bing g
wovted o create a caste for our cot. When he finally had
what he deemed 4o e evonahn supplies, Sawver retreated +o
s roown avd wevt wto wihat we foudly call "WAD SCTENTIST
WMODT." Hours later, hie emeroed totally frivmphant. He had
oreated ot just+Hie simple struciure e had wihally
descrived, but an eloverote wmase of boxes coniected w a loop,
complete with Hurrets, imovavle cat +oys, and a deawvridoe
evtravce. We were all wowed by wihat Sawver could do with
plerty of materials and Haat kmitess imaguation of is--
espedially the catt Your ohild will always be eviansiasheally
suppoIrted W pursting s or hier witerests and talents. He or
she will know, Withoud a donlot, Hhat whatis hportantto lnim
of her s \wnporfant +o us, too!

e each ave two sisters, ovd NETTHER OF US CAN TWMAGTNT
DUR. el PHOOD WrTHOUT THT PRESENCE OF STBLING
TN, LOVT, AND SUPPORT . wiaeu Jacov's family woved +o a vew
uewvornood, \0-vear-old Jacok wade i+ his personal mission +o
make sure eeryoue W the area knew that the vew girls on the
Wlook were being) looked outfor by Haeir brother. And, whew
zmphane's Dad passed away w her adolescentyears, her teenage
sistors wevt o great lenohs +o spend exdra tivme with her +o
ensure she vever fett alove w her grief. “Fhey would fake her on
ravdovn road +rips down gravel roads to wowhere, just so they
sould voll dovin The windows avd sig Dixie Chicks or Wariah Carey
{depevding on which sister was w the driver's seatl) atthe +op
sf their lungs togetiner. T Sawver, Your cnld would always have
a Vg vrother +o cheer them up aud ov, as well as a confidavt,
companion, aud protector,
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Dur winate apprediation of magic w s many forms may stem from +ne
fact that we both grew up with our oses buried n +he Harry Potrtor ML
book series. T+ was ove of Hhe first +opics we bonded over via email
when we first started messaging. We even corporated promising +o
ve "parters n managing mischief" nto our wedding vows (which was
really yust onr nerdy/silly way of saing we would work +osether +o
parevt our wncorrigivle i+He boy, as well as any other mischief-makers
Who may later come along). That day, we became a family dedicated +o |
creatig a balance of everyday wmagjic, safety, fum, avd freedom n our A
home. “» &5

We treat family outings, Visits, and vacations as opportuvities 4o se+
off W search of the vext meavingful memory +o e made, and we |

shorten the drive of every summer road +rip by listeviviey o the nex+
Ly Potrer audio book n e series. Last +rip we ook, we piled +he
hree of us and the doggjies wto the car and GEEYED OUT OVER
TRISONTR OF AZUABAN FOR STX HOURS STRATEHT! We didn'+
near 2 swgle "are we Hhere yet?!" out of Sawyer. Tv fact, he
reauested we keep listening +o the story the second we got setHed
o our vooin after the drivel Your child will get+he chavce +o
ver who ey are and whart they love as we evcourage Hhem +o
experience avd learw vew thivgs that +ap wto and cultivate Hheir
sense of self, adventure, and wonder.

When we saq we weave magic o our ives, what we really mean is
WE NTVER STOP LOOKING FORBITS OF B TRACRDTNARY
TO DECORATE THE TIMELTNE OF ORDINARY. Avd whewn we
dow'+ come across e extraordinary for a it of Fime Hiat feels +oo
lovg), we make a conscious effor++v create v for ourselves--especially
when it coimes +o maintaining our wmarriage. We value our
relationship tremevdously and mmake a conscious effort+o spevd Hime
45 a couple whenever we can. We love each other a ridiculons amount,
bt know that longevihy v love s something thatis achieved by
taking the Hime +o cultivate comection. Ove of our favorite
mewories s the date night Jacob surprised Tnjpoliane with Hekets +o
the orthestra. As if that wasw'+ fabulons enougn, when we got
there, she realized i+ was an orchestra playing the live Harry
Potter score over the entire first filml When the strings +rilled
+hose wirhal, immediately recogmizable notes, Tnjoliques eyes filled up
with happy tears. All of her senses were over+aken by the magic
ey created n that +theatre, and her hear+ was overcome with
gratitude.



L After not-veing avle fo travel for a while, we wavted +o take a i+He Vacation +o a
neat iy popular ity aud optad to stay i a fiay onse in e imiddlc of tie woods
Avout 2D mivites away fovn downtovm wustead of a hotel, because we love nature
§ aud wanted +o g oue dogs alongy it us. Upow arriving, loweer, we discovered
the tiny hottse was more o a Hing shack. The frout poreh lighthad been clawvmed as
™ 2 iovne by a vest of wasps who were e fiest o agreet us, our dogs conld barely
j tuen around e hallway, and the second bedroom thatwe had been comting on
WL for Sawer was inore of a vieok located avove the refrigerator, with a foam gym
ot for a ved. We looked at-eaon other, et sure whether fo langh or ey, then
looked at Sawver, who was exortedly asteadg Hae ladder +o +he space avove the
ridee (which e had already deemed Wis seoretlair). FhatHipped the scales w
fovor of langhiter, and i set-the tove for e whole ripl We had he best--me:
Sawver vraved his Rrst voller coaster, we were mystified by a wizard-themed
! esoape rooim, wo ate dimer outside and listeved fo live music vext+o the water, aund
_we evioved e Hime we didit spevd dowwtown w +Hae woods, ceh 1shiwvigy the beanty of
natire as we picked verries with ounr dogs. Your child will be shown firstiand that
experiences are What vt ake of Hhewm, and Hhat silver inwas can atwaus e foud.

astyear, wstead of askwg for the usual bowlng or trampoline park party, Sawyer

requested we go on a caving adventire with s consins for is birthday. We packed a

sionie, clicked on our forehead flashlights, and spevit-the day exploring convtess

oaverws and climivig) rock formations. Bventually, our explorations led us +o a place
= here the only way +o cross was i wading down Harough a raxine or by balavicing

o= %&* 20ross o fallen tree. We didn+-Hawk any of Fhe ds would wavd+o cross Via logy, -
[ . 4o our amazement Hhe oldest viese Inade t ook easy..Haew, the oldestvephew

B8 ried... aud ovie by ove, eadh consin showed e vext i+ was possivle, as Hhaey all

dheered each other oul The adilts took turvs spothng the Kids from below, so it

Bwas always safe--bint it shill fook a great deal of concevitration aud courage frowm

each of thewm. Tv e end, all six made i +o Hae other side of -Hae ravine, o oue fell

or evew fattered, and each onild walked away with Their head held Wigh and a whole

new take on wihaattaey could do if -Haey put-Haeie wwd to i Mour child will ve given

. every opportuirhy o see what Haey are capavle of, surrounded by famity who are

N there to cager Hhem on and caton tHhew should Haey fall.

Sawyer and Jacob plan a “Boys Pay Out" w the areat outdeors as often as
possivle. These days wolude a wide ravoe of advevturous activihies: swimiming,
sking, iking), Fraveling boucy house ovstacle courses, Wiking, and wore. One of
their most memoravle Frips so far Was veen +o Jacol's favorite water park,
where he dnallenged Sawyer +o vrave a steeper shde than he had ever vraved
vefore. At ficst, Sawjer wasa+haviug i at all. But throughootthe day,
JACOB BUTLT UP SAWTER'S CONTTDBNCE GIRADURAL LY, starfing with sinall
slides and working s way tp slowly..oiil fwally, Hhatfirst mouster didn+ seevn so
Wiy and bad anymorel Sawer ended -Fne day v decidigy +o oo dovow i after all,
a0 and agaw.



T you thoose us, w addFewfo a vig brother, your daild wonld be looked after and
loved by NIN®G COUSENS Uranging aoye from bavies +o +eens), fen ants avd nicles,
tree grandparevts, two great grandparents, and ove great-orest ormdmal

OUR FAMT LY HAS TRULY BTN BULLT BY ADOPTION. Tv addition +o
Jacob otficially vecomng Sawver's dad, Tnjoliaue's sisters were adopted iy her
dad, her brother-wn-law \s adopted, Sacov's brstner-n-law is adopted, and
Jacv's parents' godsons ace adopted. There are more adoptees n our extended
family as well. Bvery adopted person we knsw mavitsins a different level of
OPENESS and contact with Haelr birth Lamily, wiich lhas shown us firstand ot
adoption doesv ook any ove parficalar way. There are as many Variations of
arcamstance as there are placements. Wiaat we'e learved avout adoption
throngh eur relationships Wit these family members \s Hhat releasing all
expectation and bewn open, honest; and flexivle while remevmberiig o stay wvited
" Monoting -the bestwiterests of the adoptee seewns +o be key,

Fonily

We covsider ourselves tuoky Haat OUR FAMILY LOVES THe GRTAT
OUTDOORS AS WUCH AS WE DO Bvery vedr winen Hie weather oets
Warvn, We spevd as much fime as possible at tuplique's sister's liouse ou
e lake—ladghig W the pool, iaking s'mores over 4 boufire, searching
for shells on tine beach, and jumping off Hhe dock +o see who can Imake
he binmest splash, all while a whole slew of kids and pets frolic aroud.
Ovoe, Sawder and oir wieces and vephews spevtan entire day gowig back
ond forth from leapivg wito Hhe lake +o lannching nto +Hne posl, ouly
breaking for Hae avsolutely essential: potiing, eating, and te

< — . Wmandatory reapplicotion of simscreen. Winen it was Avally past dark and
- Hime o come side for some downtime, all e Kds swaggled up wih
P, pillows and blavkets +o watoh a movie. Wit Hie frs+ Harhy invutes,

every one of them was ot like 4 ligyt=—-swsoaked, satisfied, and sleepy
bevpud resistavcel Nour child will havie +ous of Hime and space +o roam

' OURTFAMTILY TS A TELHT-UNTT BUNCH who juvnp on opporiuvities
P . : ... ooettogether for family getaways whenever we can. Ove sumimer the
o e T TNOETR meehug place was a beautiful lake w Yewtucky. We had a wouderful Hme
2 Just bewg with one ancther, bt raw spit down ou us the evtice +rip.
At ove poivt, Sawer and Jacol decided ey iad had ensugin of siiting
wiside and conlo+—take i+ anyimore, whether i was caumg or ot
Tyjolique watthed w amnsement with Jacob's parents avd sisters—-
| evenone was shakivg) thewr heads and langinivig, totally msurprised g+
Jacolr's bovish behavior and Saviger's eagervess +o emulate. Jacob
e cavonballed Wio the vater and thew helped Sawyer jamp W +os. T+ ouly
BN ook finem a mivnte o realise Hiey weren't e only whabitants of Hae
| pool, nowever.they were totally surromnded by frogs who apparevty
had tine same deal Tihe yonmger vieces and viephews, who had beex
goovsidering felloviwe suid and yampwng w, giggled and sanealed and rau
20k Fo HNe house as fast as ey could, wantng vietag +o do with
BB -te oreen Noppers! Sawver aud Jacow, on -Hae otner hand, Lomad
mphiians 4o be an exotivg addition and contiviued their rany swinm.




%@r onr Weddng), we opted wot-+o take Hhe typical ioneymoon and decided +o
96 o1 4 TAMILYWMOON +ogether wmstead We chose 4 beach nouse v North
Carolina because  had been Jacok's family's favorite vacation destination
when he was growing up. T was our way of FUSTENEG A NEW REASON TO |
COELBBRATE W TH AN OLD TRADITTON! We speut a whole week playvg
W -the sand and sun, let-hng Sawyer steer e golf cart around e
ne\gnlzorinced, tryweg +o best each otner at putt=putt, and baskiig n the
general awesomeness of becong a family. We celebrate our avmversary as
our Familyversary every vear iow, and have exew wade i+ vack to the beach B
house a couple of tivhes. For onr vost recentFamilyversary, we 9ot creative
and sono\t- ot an advienture closer +o Jioime, landingy on plans +o o orsevack
Biding Harougih He iills. T+ was Sawver's Arst+rail ride, and he was a mix of
extited and a lit-te nervous 1o e seated atop such 4 iy animall By Hae e
hopped back down from the saddle, thongh, Sawyer was so wowed by the

whole exporievce that-he exien asked it he conld g Wis Worse goodinye as he
Hhavked Wim for Hhe ride. He wmmediately asked i we conld spend our vext
Familyversary e same wayl T chosen, we wonld be so excited +o create more
vew tradidions aronad celevratiug the day our oaitd Joins o Lamily.

The vest part of our Cpristmas gathering is the ogift excnange..mot ovly becanse we
are excited avont ety presents, bt alsp because it1s just so much fuml Bvery
year, the adults draw wames and surprise Haat person Wik secretly selected, very

Shonghtful, and somehnow also very fnany, gifts. Ovie vear, Jacok wrote a nysterical
pocim o e fogethier e seemmgly randown arcay he was aiving Tujplione's sister.

Seimehiow, he found -the perfect thyming words +o make 4 sollege sports feam hoodie,

& famny g \llnstratng the Wnportance of good grammar, a Bervie Savders sHcker,

and a variehy of odneeses make sense together! We all langhed vl we had +ears
streamivig down our faces. The vextvear, We ALL SHOWED (4P Wil STLLY
POBMS 1O ACCOWMPANY AND BXPLATN OUR GTFTS. Just like tHhat, A NBw
TRADITTTON WAS BORN, aud hhas been cherished ever sincel We woutld love 4o come
%o know sowne of Your Fime-ousred FradiRons so we can coustiously weavie Haevn wito
e special moments we create witia your child.

1]

Sawver and s Girovdpa (Sacov's Dad) have B
made 4 +radition of taking an avmual B
overnght "GUYS TRIF" fvgether. They
Bave slopt under the stars, gone spelnaking in B8
SAVES, been out on the town T VisH musenms, i
and wore. So far, camping has been Sawer's B
faverite. Tn fact, when they came howme frovm
e trip, he mmediately wrote a story avd
drew a picture so e wouldn+ forget a single
Hawmgl Grandima avd Grandpa loved e story
and langned at how perfecty Sawver's
picture coptured the +wo of Hhem +o +rying
1o blow out rogue fireball marshmallows
hopes of saving their s'mores.
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Biolieue has felt a conmection With all sorts of creatures swice
before she can remevnbver. She pared wp i her first dooy wien
she was just shy of +wenty, avd has not kuowm a life
maccoYRpavied Iy paws swice. She evien spent some Hwe working
a5 a vetermary tedician w college. Jacow has aiways loved
anvinals, +o0, aud loved hs pet hamsters growmg up. Wihew e and
Bvjolieue moved Wi together, Jacob fell in love with +he way bigoer
pets add s6 much fm and wmeavivng o bife, Too! Our furry family
has contuned Fo chanoe (and expandl) ever swice. We cnrrenHy
have Shadow the Border Collie mix, Bastiau the Australion
Shepherd vnix, and At-houns Hhe Siberian Torest Cat. Tach ove has
a personality Hhat richly adds o the dywamic oF our home. Shadow
oovne trom a litter of farm puppies, Bastiav came frovm a friend
of e family whose dogy had an “sopst” [itter, and Ad-tions came
firom a cotteny svimer o reached oot Buliaue because she
had heard of ner heart for helpivg avimals and veeded +o make a
speaial placeyent. The wovnan had a vovvle-headed kit+en with
poteniial future heatti ssues and asked if Tujoliane might e
wterested w gy I 4 hoime, evew withoutthe guarantee
Fhat-he would grow o a healting aduit-cat. Baplioue said yes
(of conrsel) avd Attions Vias veen a jovful addition +o sur howme
ever singe.

Yaowmg) Ad-hons may have some medical issues dovon e road, we
enconrage wm o stay s healtniest, happiest self v lots of
wajs. Recontly, he Was taken vp Pllates with Tnichiouel She SAYS
dowmward-facwo) doo)is a lot wore amusiag when you liave an
upward-facng) oot stretohing out-in front of youl

All Haree of our pets are wonderful with Kds. AtHcus
15 4 constant source of silly entertamment and always
up for a cuddle. Shadow s an witvihive and srotechive
oy who spends most wigits at-the Foot of Sawyer's
bed. And Bastianis a goofy, lovable ball of Nappy
Whiose life goal seems +o be +o make people simile. Just
+he other day, Sawyer plopped down on the ground
with the witention of reading a book aud reaffirmed
S AMpossible 1o st su He floor in Bastian's presence
Withowt=lawn taking i as nvidation +o deliver kisses,
and suvsecuent ojngles, w excess.
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(. WEBELIRVE THE MBASURT OF A MAN'S CHARACTER CAN BT
i = DEETNGD BY THE WAY HE TREATS THT SMALLEST OF CREATURES.
L This Fends o meav besides our pets, we freanevtly fnd ourselves coming fo
e care avd/or ad of lots of different feathery and four-teoped friends.
Last suvmimer, we Fook a family bike ride down a veariy riverside pati. Wihen
We oot back 4o e parking lot at-the ead of the trail, there were Haree
e TUrties warting o greetus right by our vanl T+ was a very suny day, and
v Was apparentHaey were Hrying Fo make Hheir way across Hae parking lot
o avd down o the water, THwas swwsling ot ou that pavement, Hhough, and
_ they seeimed o be ruvming cut of Hae everoy -Hiey needed +o get-tHaere. So,
- eaoh of us gently picked up oue aud our lit-He family provided an express
route for thers, straght down fo the river. We were so geateful 4o e
avle o help!

We have love and rexerevce for all creatures, exen the ones that aren'+
so cute aud cuddly. When our neighvor cangiat a possun w 4 trap he had
=2 set, e conldv' - figure sut-winat+o do With it and was considering less

2 Hian ideal optious. As soon as Jaook saw the creature w e cage, he

3 kvew Tujoliane wouldn'+ e avle +o sleep that might if Haey didu't step in
and help. Withont hesitation, We LOADPTD THE CAGR TNTO THo BACY
OF THE VAN AND TOOY. THAT VERY STINYY LETTLE W TO THe
STATE PARY, where Jacok set hvn free. Owce e possiiim Was ot o
-+ car Sawver remarked, "T'm glad we helped Wum..but T suce glad the
car smells vetter iow Haat-ne's gove, Tool" Your child would ve encouraced
to foster kuduess aund evapating for alf iving Hhings.

We [ove +o resoue animals, but WE RECOGNTZT WHEN NATURT JUST
NBEDS A LTTTLe TEWME 10 SORT THENGS OUT, too. One day
Sawver discoNered a basy deer w ot veioasr's yard. THwas fay, dearly
new to the werld. We let+ Sawver approacia lner for a moment, just +o
experience sometinme so sinall, so sweet, and so waturally magical
firsthand. Thew, we beckoned for laim +o give Hae deer space. At first he
Aida'+ understand why we conldv'+ stay with, or even keep, Hhe baby deer.
As we explained Hhatthe mama deer wasu'+ fikely to retura while we were
uearby and Hhe bay meeded s mama more Haan anything, vou conld see
the wheels starting +o furm w Wis miid. We sugaested Haat we all provide
deer dayoare ot a distance wstead. We didn+ have +o provide i lowg,
+ouola, as the mama deer came back w vio fime! Our family loves +o help
avivhals when Haey are m weed, but we also uwnderstand Haere are Himes
whew vature needs +o be left alome.




Whew we first wmoved into our hovme in Tlivsts, Bvjolique was cer+am we
had made a terrivle mistake. Having bought +ne place without
stepping foot side (we bouahrt ot the beguming of the Covid
pandemic, whew realtors werent showig howmes n person), we expected
‘there wonld ve some surprises, bt weren'+ quite prepared for just
how many. The layout of the home was strange, Hhe walls veeded

= pating, the flooring needed fixivg, the giant hot +ub from +he B0s
B veeded +o ve removed; all of i+ struck us wirtally as bewg) just a li+He

| Uit more Hhan we'd vargained for. Then, We STEPPED OUT ONTO
THE DECL.AND BVERY B€CCENTRICITY OF THe HOUSE BECAME
100 WORTH 1. We held havds, 4ook a deep breatin, and vasked n
the beanty of what was our vew view. To our relief, from Hat
moment ow, the house evnded up giving us ove wexpected oift afrer
the vext. The strange lavout +urved out +o be perfect for our vieeds,
Paviting gave us a chance +o make the place more "us", and we've
tackled wore projects tooether (and learved more home improvement
skills) Hhav we ever thought we would!

Our community is SWMALL TN STZE BUT BT TN CHARACTER
With ouly around 2,000 people, you might expect evter+ainment
options +o be limited, but there are plenhy of Hhings +o do around
Town. Ove of our faverite local activities is Hhe ananal Four-tn of
July festival. The streets are ved with local vendors, live music
fills Hne air, and pames are set up for the Kds. Tv our opivion,
though, nething tops the fireworks. Riverside fireworks n a small
Town Wmeans every seat s a great seat This year we oot e cream
cones, put a blavket down vext o He riverbank, and played charades
it got dark. Sawyer stopped right w +he middle of 4 round, when
the first explosion Wit the sky, and vever returved 4o the namel e
couldn't help but langh as he urgently descrived virtually every
firework as "the best ove'.

Owe of our favorite commumihy features is our THEATRE, locally

- FAMOUS FOR TTS BERAUTTFHAL OUTDOOR STAGE TN THE
WMIDPDLE OF THE WOODS. Tn addition +o putting on remarcavle
productions, the theatre company also offers lo+s of educational
programs and workshops for Kids. Sawyer attended Heir Pop Star
dovj camp s summer, where he spent five days havivg a wonderful
Tume meeting other Kids from onr veighvorhosd and practicing with
thewm +o prepare for their vig on-stage devut. e conld no+ stop
griviivg as he heard the commumihys applause whew ook his firs+
vow. He came away from Hhe performance with vew skills, new
confidence, and new friends! Your child would grow up n a simall but
spirited colmuvichy, full of supporfive people who will provably be
ohegriwq him or her on by vamet
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Tacob currently works as a restanravt wavaoer w the historical
Astrict of a veariy tourist town, We just foud ont he has veen
~ed 4o attend the firefighrting academy, Hhough..so oy the Fime
you're reading His, he may be a firefighrter! Heis excited sz
hovored +o be stepping into what he considers a dreavm career—
where STAYING ACTIVEG and HELPINE PEOPLE are & par+ or
+he everyday routive. For viow, he enjoys Hhat his work is bw-
stress and Hhat he spends Wis days wteracting with a pletiora o=
seople. Jacolk has made seasonal schedule chanoes +o accormimedste
coachivigy for sports. He has also +aken Hime off +o participate
howme school lessons, Visit family, and +ravel, and has adjvsted nis
nours when Sawder has am appointiment or is sick. He looks forward
+o a firefighter's schedule  (many work only 4-\0 davs per movthl)
vecanse he velieves i+ will allow hiva +o haivtain just Hae work/life
balance he nas always strived for. The way Jacok prioritizes
£amily Hime means he will be presevt for both emory-maiking avd
meeting vour child's veeds.

gujolique is a STAY-AT-HOWME WMOW, hormeschool +eacher, and
freelance writer. She avsolutely loves His combination avd feels
vlessed +o be avle +o spend so much Hime doivg the Hiings she is
mmost passionate avout from +he comfort of home. Twjolique never
plavmed on homeschooling, but whew - became clear that Sawer
would excel most i a self-paced and wdividually guided environment,
she wnimersed herself in learving how o become the best teacher
for him. As she begam +o +each Sawver w our howme, Tvjolique
realized homeschooling provided just +he fime, conscious conection,
and opportuvichy for by conversations she felt were critical o
have Wit our son. Sawver also realized school really could e
challensjng, creative, and fun all at +the same Himel Your child
would have +Hhe mwavering presence avd at-tevtion of soimeone
who will put her all it making sure he or she is loved and
supported in whatever way will allow Haewm +o flonrish and find
+heir +alents and passions.

No matter what +the day Wolds, we ALWAYS STT DOWN TO HAVE
ONT "B MBAL" TOGETHER, T+'s vot always supper--
sovmetimes s breakfast, and siice Jacok wmakes some prethy
amasing) Frenoh toast, we like it that wayl T+ doesn'+ matter +o us
when W happens, just Hhat i+ does. Tf it's breakfast, we take fime
+o Falke about what we have plawed for the day and what we are
looking forward +o wost. Tf s supper, we play Peaks oand Pits and
each share avout e best and worst parts of our day. Sacol
recevtly used s as an opportunihy to aniouvce that his pedk was
Haat e didn'+ have a siwgle pit +o speak of, and we have sivce used
Hhat as a silly way +o tell one another i+ has been an excertionally
opod day. Mour onild will atways know Hhat family Hime and constions ¥
conversation will be a par+ of the everiday rovtiné® =
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Thavk youl so vaueh for taking the Hime +o learn avout who we are. We have the ufnost
respect for qou, and for Hhe profound nature of Hhe decision you are makivg. We understand
Hat e only way vyou can confidentty move forward with what we feel is a conrageouns and

selfless actis +o choose an adoptive family with whom your hear+ gevuively cowmects—-a

Lamily you know will provide your child with Just the hype of life and love that you envision

for Wim or her. Thatis why, even if you don't choose +o place your cnild wirth us, we wish
you only Hhe best as you continne your search. As mevtioned, we believe in synchronicities..iv

events +oo cowdidevrtal +o really be simply coincidence. And, we believe w *meant—to-be*--
Hhart feeling you get when a yovnent compels qou +o stop and +ake votice of something
spectacular unfolding right in frovt of you. We kmow someone out there will feel that way
avout the potential of having our family adopt their baby, and we mow we will feel Hhat
way avout the strovs and brave soul who Will bless us by bringing Hhe vext member of our
family into the world, Tf Hhat soul may e you, W LOOL.TFORWARD TO CONNECTING,
ovd o proceeding with creating a future for your child thatincludes A Level OF
OPENNESS ot brings you comfort and peace.

Please know you are +ruly 4 hero w our eves, and you will always be hovored and celebrated
our hovne. Should you evtrast your child with us, he or she will be constantly cocooned W love
ovd apded Hnroughn fife with the utmost empating. Thank you for considering onr family.
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